Oneonta, NY
August 22, 2006

y.otar,

Birthday wist
sent on ta e

By Amy L. Ashbridge
Staff Writer

ONEONTA — Bridget Macaluso received an unex- [§i#
pected and unigque birthday present this month.

Macaluso, who enjoys listening to recorded
books, received a taped message and picture from
her favorite reader and author, Scott Brick.

“It was just wanderful,”
=] Macaluso said. “It was a
very nice gift.”

Macaluso’s 85th birthday
was Aug. 11. She said she
sent Brick a thank-you let-
ter for the tape, picture
and the recorded books.

“Everybody just loved

the tape,” Macaluso said at
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her home in Oneonta.

Macaluso has been listening to the books for
more than a year and has listened to many of the

books Brick has recorded.

“I like him,” she said. “He's taken me a lot of

places.”

Macaluso said she probably wouldn't have the
strength to pick up the books she's “read” on tape.
Brick has a way with words and the books he is

recording, Macaluso said.
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Star phote by Anita Briggs

Bridget Macaluso sits on her porch at her home on Chestnut Street in Oneonta on Monday
with audiobooks, @ note and a photo from Scott Brick, her favorite book-reader.
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“He doesn't just read the sto-
ry. He has the accents with it,”
Macaluso said. “He really has a
wonderful voice."

BErick has recorded close to
200 books, according to Books on
Tape. Brick is employed by that
COmpany.

In the message, Brick tells
Macaluso about his day and
about some of the people who
work with him.

“It might be more interesting
if I take Bridget on a tour of the
studio with me," Brick said on
the tape, “I hope that is OK. I
hope you don't get bored. I hope
it's interesting.”

Brick talks about the project
he is doing — a recording of a
Nelson DeMille book — and
about the process to do so,

He also reads the definition of
“happy,”  “birthday" and
“bridge” from the dictionary;
Macaluso once had said she'd
just be happy to hear him read

the phone book or the dictionary.

“They all wiched me a happy
birthday,” Maealuso said of the
other people o the tape

Macaluso’s daughter-in-law
Sari Botton worked with Brick to
get the tape and gifts. Those were
presented to Macaluso at her
party,

“She found out where he
was," Macaluso said.

Her family told Macaluso she
had a “special birthday gift." as
they presented it to Macaluso,
she said, h

Macaluso's party was orga-
nized by daughter Roberta
Hohensee, of Fly Creck.

“We knew about (the gift)”
she said, noting that Botton had
done all the work for it.

Botton is a writer, Hohensee
said, and knew how lo get in
touch with Brick. The party was
also a family reunion that about
30 people attended.

“It was just a fun weekend,”
Macaluso said Monday, “I just
live it and relive it."



